October 16, 2023 


THE MERCURY | UTDMERCURY.COM 


SOFIA MEINARDUS 
Mercury Staff 


UTD's Natural Science and En- 
gineering Research Laboratory, or 
NSERL, was evacuated around 11:15 
a.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 10 due to reports 
of a chemical spill on the buildings 
fourth floor. 

Reports of noise and a strange aroma 
on the fourth floor activated build- 
ing alarms as well as the UTD Alert 


system, warning students to avoid the 
area. BSB, the building beside NSERL, 
was also evacuated, and UTDPD par- 
titioned off Rutford Avenue from Syn- 
ergy Park Boulevard all the way to Resi- 
dence Hall West. Two hours later, the 
alert was cleared and NSERL reopened. 
"The alert may have been triggered by 
a malfunctioning vacuum pump, ac- 
cording to a source in a nearby lab. The 


facebook.com/theutdmercury | @utdmercury 


Defective vacuum pump potential cause for NSERL evacuation 


Richardson Fire Department and Pla- 
no HAZMAT team collaborated with 
UTDDD to investigate the cause of the 
alarm, which is still under investigation 


by Institutional Risk and Safety. 


Chemistry graduate student Sneha Sö 


Kumari was evacuated from her lab 


in BSB. She said there was little com- 
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director for cultural education, says that it in- / 
spires students to reflect on their own culture. I 

“Its important that [students] feel empow- | J | 
ered, confident, and that they belong just like " 
everybody else,” Cordova said. “They should 
feel encouraged and proud of their history and 


ing events, one of them being The League of 
United Latin America, better known as LULAC. 
"They held events such as La Esquina Tricolor and 
El Baile. La Esquina Tricolor is a beginners dance 
class that focuses on Cumbia, a musical rhythm and 
traditional Colombian dance that has gained popularity in 
many Latin American countries. El Baile was another dance event 
with primarily Spanish music. Nathalia Patricio, psychology senior 
and president of LULAC, said that this years celebration had a bigger 
turnout than last year, both for Latino and non-Latino students. 


LAS 


Hispanic Heritage Month is observed annually from Sept. 15 to 
Oct. 15 and was established under President Ronald Reagan in 1988. 
As a school with a diverse population, UTD celebrates Hispanic Heri- 
tage Month yearly through events that let students enjoy and learn 
about cultures from around the world. 

Sept. 15 is a ceremonial day in Latin America that cel- 
ebrates the independence day of Guatemala, Honduras, 

El Salvador, Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 

This years theme was “Prosperity, Power, & 4) 
Progress” which invites people to look back on AJA 
the impact of the contributions made by Latino AJAMA 
Americans in the US. Danny Cordova, assistant 


A couple of organizations took part in host- WO 


“We are a minority, but I believe we are small but mighty,” Patricio 


said. “We do a good job of representing and putting ourselves out 
there so our presence is felt within UTD." 


Every year, students on campus become more involved in clubs 


which has made Hispanic Heritage Month more recognizable. More 


individual events not associated with the multicultural center are be- 


ing hosted, leading to more widespread, interactive events that allow 


students to celebrate and learn about Latin history and culture. 
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COMETS REACT TO WAR IN MIDDLE EAST, GRAFFITI SPIRIT ROCKS FOR PALESTINE, ISRAEL 


JACK SIERPUTOWSKI 
News Editor 


FATIMAH AZEEM 
Editor-In-Chief 
Amid upheaval in the Middle East, UTD 
students spray painted the Spirit Rocks at least 
eleven times over three days, alternating be- 
PHOTOS: MARIA SHAIKH, SUN 
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OCT. 11,4 p.m. 


OCT. 13, 1:20 p.m. 
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tween the flags of Palestine and Israel. 

Between Wednesday, Oct. 11 and Friday, 
Oct. 13., days after Hamas launched an attack 
on Israel and Israel launched a counter attack on 
Gaza, several slogans were written on the rock 


cc 


including “End Occupation,” “Free Palestine” 


OCT. 13, 4 p.m. 


and “no peace on stolen land” to support Pales- 
tine, as well as “USA stands with Israel,” “Terror 
+ Justice" and the Hebrew word for “Israel,” to 
support Israel. Dozens of students camped. by 
the rocks in waves to protect their designs, which 
at the time of publication is a Palestinian flag that 


reads “Love them both” and “People = People.” 
"The rock was painted with the Palestinian flag at 
least seven times and the Israeli flag at least four 
times, with pro-Palestine designs up for the lon- 
gest amount of time. According to Dean of Stu- 
dents Amanda Smith, the frequent changes of 


OCT. 14, 9 p.m. 


the past few days do not change the rules of the 
Spirit Rocks; UTD administration will only get 
involved if those painting the rocks violate law or 
the Student Code of Conduct. Otherwise, any 
student can paint them at any time. 
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Intercollegiate Press 
The Mercury is a proud 
member of both the Associ- 
ated Collegiate Press and 
the Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association. 


UTDPD 
Blotter 


October 3 

* A physical assault occurred between 
2:41 p.m. and 3:50 p.m., and an arrest 
was made. 


October 4 

eA theft was reported some time be- 
tween Oct. 3 and 4 and is still under 
investigation. 


October 8 
* A theft occurred between Oct. 6 
and 7 and is still under investigation. 


October 8 

* An indecent assault occured betwen 
3:05 a.m. and 3:30 a.m.and is still under 
investigation. 
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Culture shock: 
Newcomer views America 


By Henna Husain 


It all lies in the eyes of the 
beholder. I am not talking 
about beauty or contact lenses, 
but about perspective. 

UTD is very popular with 
foreign students. In fact, the 
presence of so many foreign 
students at UTD has earned 
it a reputation as the illustri- 
ous University of Taiwan at 
Dallas. 

Foreign students coming 
here all have unique frames of 
reference. Some of them look 
at the world around them and 
are overwhelmed by what they 
see. Others peer at the world 
around them through rose- 
colored glasses. At any rate, 
all of them have to adjust to a 
new way of life, a new way of 
thought and — most of all — 
a new way of speech. 

Foreign students must make 
adjustments to many practices 
they find trying, exasperating, 
embarrassing, amusing or just 
plain different. Of course, the 
first thing many of them find 
shocking is the weather. For 
many, the mention of America 


previously conjured up images 
of white Christmas mornings 
and snowmen (along with 
those of the Statue of Liberty, 
Ronald Reagan, and McDon- 
alds). Temperatures that refuse 
to climb down from the 100s 
shatter (or shall we say melt?) 
these visions. Probably by 
now, many veterans have real- 
ized that this is not America; 
this is Dallas, Texas, and 
Texans like to do everything 
their own way, including the 
weather. 

The casual style of dress (or 
undress) that many Americans 
choose also often proves a 
source of shock. In countries 
like Korea, India, Pakistan and 
especially Iran, "normal attire 
like shorts and T-shirts would 
attract quite a lot of stares and 
not a few raised eyebrows. 

In addition to life outside 
the classrooms, international 
students have to get used to 
the American way of studying. 
American students tend to be a 
lot more outspoken than their 
Asian counterparts. They ex- 
press their opinions on topics 
ranging from Albert Einstein 


to abortion (even if their class, 
Applications of Calculus in 
Basketweaving, requires no 
feedback). In contrast, most 
international students come 
from cultures that condi- 
tion them to be orderly and 
disciplined, and to conform 
to social norms rather than to 
express their individualistic 
tendencies. 

Especially bewildering to 
some foreign students are the 
intricacies and irregularities of 
the English language. While 
still grappling with English, 
they are confronted with the 
American language with its 
idiomatic speech forms like 
"What's up ... All set ...Cool ... 
Neat,” all of which can mean 
one thing in English but some- 
thing else in American. 

Many international students 
fail to understand the grand 
American preoccupation with 
football. To them a "check and 
mate" seems so much more 
entertaining and definitely less 
perilous than a "touchdown." 

Another American practice 
which some find hard to un- 
derstand is that of traffic rules. 


In the U.S., oncoming cars 
almost always stop for pe- 
destrians crossing the streets. 
In many other countries they 
don't, thereby rendering the 
unconditioned pedestrian an 
endangered species. 

Lastly, for a few internation- 
als, bluegrass music poses a 
bit of a problem. For them, it 
is comparable to caviar, pate 
or strong cheese: they have to 
acquire a taste for it. Unless 
some way can be found to 
make it more soothing, blue- 
grass certainly will not blend 
in with meditation, yoga and 
other activities very different 
from the Cotton Eye Joe that 
most international students 
reportedly engage in. 

Writer's note: Esteemed 
readers may be wondering 
why I have not used the first 
person while writing this 
article, since I am an inter- 
national student myself. But 
self-deprecation is not for 
everyone; there is always the 
risk that people might take 
you seriously. 


HENRY GALVEZ | COU RTESY 
From front to back: Yousef Younes 
(Vis) and Tytus Gorny (HUDFAME). 


VALORANT 
team comes 


in clutch 


UTD Esports placed first 
in the Red Bull Campus 
Clutch qualifiers, then 
third in San Antonio 


TEJAL DHAN 
Mercury Staff 


The UTD Esports VALORANT team 
placed first in the Red Bull Campus Clutch 
tournament qualifiers for the Red River re- 
gion on Sept. 9 and 16, going on to finish 
third place in the next part of the tourna- 
ment on Oct. 7 in San Antonio. 

Red Bull Campus Clutch is one of the 
biggest collegiate VALORANT competi- 
tions, with participating teams from over 
30 countries across the world. UTD Es- 
ports competes with a five-man team in 
the Red River region, which includes over 
30 Texas and Oklahoma universities. The 
team placed first in the September regional 
qualifiers but placed third out of four teams 
in the Oct. 7 offline tournament, losing to 
Texas A&M University Maroon in first 
and University of St Thomas Esports in 
second. Ethan Van, a computer engineer- 
ing sophomore and team manager, said 
that the team prepared for the competition 
through weekly scrimmages and VOD re- 
views, as well as reviewing strategy before 
the second competition. 

“Winning first place, just in the quali- 
fier, it was nice because we got to qualify 
for a trip to San Antonio,” Van said. “And 
it felt nice, but obviously the team, they're 
always aiming for more. İts first place one 
time ... lets keep on doing it more and 
more to solidify how dominant we are, 
how good we can be as a team." 

Van said that the team initially faced 
challenges due to an inconsistent roster 
which changed both before and during the 
tournament, affecting the team chemistry 
formed during practices. 

“The first qualifier, we versed TAMU, 
they were at the [San Antonio] qualifier 
too,” Van said. “And it was a really tight 
game, I don't know what happened there. 
I felt like we could've beat them, but ... it 
was like a wakeup call in a sense. I think 
there’s a lot to improve, a lot to learn from 
that one.” 

Nicholas Roman, a business analytics 
sophomore and VALORANT team mem- 
ber, said that it was his first time winning 
first place in a tournament, making it a 
great experience despite not advancing to 
the national level. 

“That was honestly super unexpected 
considering our half of the bracket was su- 
per hard compared to the other half ... it 
was really exciting,” Roman said. “Honest- 
ly, I didnt expect it, going into it. I figured 
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Club founder and senior Fernando Harmjanz demonstrating how a wind turbine uses induction to convert kinetic energy from the blades into electrical energy. 


UNAIZA KHAKOO 
Mercury Staff 

Innovative and forward-thinking, the 
Wind Energy Club at UTD works at the 
intersection of energy and sustainability to 
build turbines to compete on the national 
scale. In their first year officially competing 
at the Department of Energy's May 2023 
Collegiate Wind Competition, the team ad- 
vanced to the final phase of the contest and 
placed No. 4 out of 30 teams. 

Founded in 2021, Comet Wind has 
amassed over 75 members interested. in 
sustainability and wind energy. From creat- 
ing a small-scale wind turbine prototype to 
analyzing the feasibility of a wind farm, the 
competition allows students to build their 
STEM skills in a unique way that addresses 


real-world topics. Through all their highs 
and lows, the students have been able to 
grow professionally by learning about career 
opportunities in the field as well as honing 
their interpersonal skills as they work with 
their teammates. As the organization moves 
forward, UTD Wind welcomes participants 
from any UTD schools who are curious and 
willing to learn more about renewable energy. 

It all started with just four students: elec- 
trical engineering graduate student Thor 
VVestergaard, mechanical engineering gradu- 
ate student Dan Bouzolin, alumnus Jose 
Marquez and electrical engineering senior 
Fernando Harmjanz. As one of the founding 
members and president of the club, Bouzolin 
helped to lead operations, oversee officers and 
work on the mechanical side of the wind tur- 


ANIKA SULTANA | MERCURY STAFF 


Computer science: 
worth the grind? 


ZARA JAMSHED 
Mercury Staff 


The tech industry has experienced 
rapid growth in recent years, particu- 
larly in the fields of computer science, 
data science and software engineering. 
And with all the buzz about UTD’s 
computer science program, The Mer- 
cury took a look at whether the job 
field is really as viable as students often 
assume it to be. 


According to the U.S Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, employment in com- 
puter and information technology oc- 
cupations is projected to grow much 
faster than the average from 2022 to 
2032, with 377,500 new job openings 
projected per year. Because of the tre- 
mendous demand, students are enter- 
ing these fields in droves, driven by the 


SEE CS, PAGE 10 


bine design. From technical design to project 
development, Bouzolin and other Comets’ 
teamwork pushed them to a great success. 

“Tt was great because we saw just how 
much work everybody had been putting in 
the whole fall semester last year,” Bouzolin 
said. “And it was great to see it finally pay off. 
And we knew that we had a solid design, and 
it was validating for us to see that we were 
selected to compete.” 

"The journey to fourth place was not com- 
pletely smooth. Members discovered that one 
of the turbine components, the optical iso- 
lator, was broken thirty minutes before they 
were set to present. The team did not have a 
backup, and the specific component would 
take three days to ship. Even with a broken 
part, the team was able to adapt, present and 


place in the competition. Robin Reeves, me- 
chanical engineering senior and turbine de- 
sign lead, said that the team’s tenacity comes 
from the close-knit, familial dynamic they 
developed while competing. 

“This will sound crazy, but my favorite 
part was everything that went wrong, and so 
many things did,” Reeves said. “The week of 
the competition was the craziest, most excit- 
ing, most frustrating, devastating and vigor- 
ous team building experience of my life ... 
It felt like we went to war together, and we 
came out of it just like family ... I don’t think 
I've ever been on any kind of project or any 
team where I felt this level of camaraderie. 
And it's 100% because of that experience." 

Comet Wind has a uniquely high 
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TPUSA hosts Rilev 
Gaines, LGBTO- Comets 
celebrate Lia Thomas 


TURNING POINT USA 


SHEAK 
LOUDER 


FEATURING 


#teamhiley 


TURNING POINT USA | COURTESY 


ün, 


Galerstein sə 
Gender Center»... ES 


GALERSTEIN GENDER CENTER | COURTESY 


Promotional materials for the Thursday night events, as shared on Instagram. 


MARIA SHAIKH 
Opinion Editor 

Turning Point USA hosted conserva- 
tive speaker Riley Gaines on the night of 
"Thursday Oct. 12, coinciding with the 
Galerstein Gender Centers event cel- 
ebrating trans swimmer Lia Thomas, the 
swimmer who Gaines tied with, an expe- 
rience that later became a focal point for 
Gaines’ state and national activism. 

Gaines, a former competitive swim- 
mer, rose to fame after tying with 


"Thomas for fifth place in 2022's 200- 
yard NCAA freestyle championship. In 
an Oct. 12 Instagram post, the Gender 
Center described Thomas as the “rightful 
NCAA Division I national champion." 
"Thomas, a transgender woman, went on 
to win another event that season. Gaines 
stopped swimming competitively and 
became an activist with recurrent media 
appearances as a defender of “women’s 
single-sex spaces" advocating for "safety, 


SEE , PAGE 10 


UTD volleyball at eight conference titles and counting 


HRIDYA DHULIPALA | MERCURY STAFF 


Despite recent graduations, the new team is already back to meshing together well. 


STORM LASSETER 
Mercury Staff 


One of the strongest teams in the 
American Southwest Conference, the 
UTD volleyball team holds eight con- 
ference titles and is set for more success 
this year. 

"The roster is made of 20 members, led 
by head coach Zach Villarreal and assis- 
tant coach Kaylie McHughs. They train 
diligently before the season even starts, 
practicing for two hours every morning 
and running different drills and plays to 
prepare for the year. This season started 
off unexpectedly, with the Comets los- 
ing to steep competition at the Trinity 
National Invitational and the Cal Lu 
Fornia Invitational. With four students 
graduating last year, the Comets are still 


incorporating the incoming freshman 
into the team rotation and rebuilding 
team culture. Since the start of the sea- 
son, the team has bounced back from 
some of their losses, scoring wins against 
Hardin-Simmons University, McMurry 
University and Le Tourneau University. 
"They expect to win more matches going 
forward and hopefully make it back to 
conference finals. 

"We are in a good spot now; we are 
on the up," neuroscience senior İzzy 
Sundquist said. "Starting to find things 
that are working, and hitting our strides 
at just the right moments." 

The new additions to the team are 
still getting used to team dynamics and 
Healthcare 
studies freshman Avery Pickard is new 


their roles on the court. 


to the team and said she is enjoying ev- 
ery second of it. In practice, they work 
on mistakes they made in matches, with 
a special focus on giving freshmen more 
opportunities to shine. Pickard said 
they came to UTD because of the amaz- 
ing team culture, and they hope they 
can make valuable memories here. 

“We all love one another, we love 
spending time with one another and 
we are all super dedicated to the team 
[. . .] We are super encouraging to one 
another," Pickard said. “Each person re- 
ally wants the person next to them to 
succeed." 

Their next home game is Oct. 20 
against Howard Payne University. While 
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Student for Justice in Palestine's powerful poetry night drew in a crowd of over 200 people and $2,000 raised for children in Palestine. 


MARIA SHAIKH 
Mercury Staff 


Aromatic food stalls, pounding music 
and cheering lit up the Plinth on Thursday, 
Oct. 12 at Students for Justice in Palestine's 
annual poetry night fundraiser. More than 
200 people attended at the event to unite 
with other students and discuss the Pales- 
tinian struggle. 


to fall during the current contentious geo- 
political climate. SJP plans each poetry 
event months in advance to accommodate 
vendors and performers. The recent events, 
however, motivated students and com- 
munity members to discuss the conflicts 
that worsened through misinformation 


tion for carrying on his culture was his 
mother, and that his poetry represents 
the children robbed of their childhoods 
due to the decades-long conflict. 

“My performance mainly speaks to 
the lifetime of displaced Palestinians,” 
Natsheh said. “Tve taken a lot of personal 

remembrances of my journey, 


With recent conflict in Gaza, 
the Plinth steps and stage were 
swarming with Comets who 
showed their support by wear- 
ing the keffiyeh, the traditional 
Palestinian headscarf. SJP raised 
over $2,000 for the Palestinian 
Children’s Relief Fund by selling 
traditional Palestinian and Mid- 
dle Eastern foods such as muhal- 
lebi, warbat, and shawarma while 


66 I've taken a lot of personal remem- 
brances of my journey, going in and 
out of Palestine ... Even though | was 
born there, I'm considered a tourist. 
I'm not, in a way. l'm just a passing 
through these lands. 99 

— Yazan Natsheh 


going in and out of Palestine 
... Even though I was born 
there, Tm considered a tour- 
ist. Tm not human, in a way. 
Im just passing through these 
lands.” 

The event lasted over two 
hours, featuring performances 
in multiple languages, before 
concluding with upbeat music 
and dancing. Attendees could 


students performed powerful 
prose of living in diaspora and 
wanting to return to their homeland. Po- 
ems and performances centered on justice 


and solidarity, 
ing speech calling on the U.S. to withdraw 


inaugurated by an open- 


support from the Israeli military, speaking 
out against colonialism and apartheid. 
“We're here to listen to poetry, mostly 
by Palestinian people ... it’s meant to give 
them a voice,” psychology junior Dena Sa- 
lem said. 
"This year’s poetry night was not planned 


on social media. Performances discussed 
experiences of oppression from around the 
world, focusing on a call for unity. 

"A lot of people come here already 
knowing what to expect, but for the people 
who wouldnt ... 
much bigger heart for the people who are 


a lot more empathy, a 


struggling,” Salem said. 

Yazan Natsheh, a Palestinian commu- 
nity member and former UTD student 
performing at the event, said his inspira- 


drink tea, purchase food and buy 
cultural items, but the festivities 
never overshadowed the atmosphere of sol- 
idarity. Nearly everyone in attendance was 
wearing a keffiyeh, a traditional Palestinian 
garment worn on the head, face or shoul- 
ders that is said to symbolize olive trees and 
fishing nets, keystones of Palestinian cul- 
tural pride. The checkered black-and-white 
cloths created a unified sea in the crowd. 
"Remember the people here ... are just 
human beings struggling," Salem said. 
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Students pray Mahgrib, an evening Islamic prayer, before the poetry night. 


Mitski brings her most mature work to the Wild West 


anum 


YIYI DING | COURTESY 


TEJAL DHAN 
Mercury Staff 


With her heart-wrenching lyrics and 
mellow voice, singer-songwriter Mitski 
has become a household name for in- 
die fans, bringing listeners both comfort 
and pain over the beauty of her relatable 
songs. Her most recent album, “The Land 
is Inhospitable and So Are We,” is Mits- 
ki's most mature work yet, evident in its 
meaningful lyricism, clever themes and 
exceptional sound production. 


Mitskis albums have been masterful 
in the past due to their consistent themes 
and sounds, and her newest is no excep- 
tion. The artist herself says in her Spotify 
bio that “The Land is Inhospitable and 
So Are We" is her “most American album 
yet,” a statement that any fan would agree 
with. Unique sounds, not present in her 


SEE , PAGE 11 


Drizzy Drake drops the ball 


STORM LASSETER 
Mercury Staff 


One of the most influential artists of the 
past decade, Drake, has released another full- 
length studio album, “For All The Dogs.” 
"This album contains 23 songs, 10+ featured 
artists, but fails to create anything that even 
his superfans will remember. 

Before the albums release, fans were 
promised an album that would serve as a trip 
down memory lane when it comes to Drake's 


sound, style, and lyrical ability. Instead of a 
nostalgic reminder of his musical prowess, 
this album serves as a blip on his impeccable 
catalog. 

Drake is known for his melodic voice on 
his tracks, but the artist fell flat when it comes 
to his performance on a majority of this al- 
bum. He sounds like he is going through the 


motions, on lyrical autopilot as he repeats 
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Matiy Healy brings eccentric antics back to the 1975, wowing fans with greatest hits 


UNAIZA KHAKOO 
Mercury Staff 

Adorned with stairs, windows and vin- 
tage televisions, Dickies Arena on Oct. 9 was 
transformed into a homey stage as The 1975 
invited fans to an intimate look at their great- 
est hits of the last decade. As the lights illumi- 
nated the living room stage, leather-clad fans 
cheered on front man Matty Healy armed 
with a wine bottle and his iconic lyrics. 


“Still ... At Their Very Best” marks the 
fifth concert tour and builds upon the band's 
2022 tour success. Cinematic and theatrical, 
the performance follows Healys typical ec- 
centric rockstar persona — with a flask and 
cigarette in hand, he wanders around the 
stage, followed by a close-up camera, creating 
an experience that feels like one is entering 
the bands home for the performance. De- 


spite beingan arena show, the physical set and 
the framing allowed listeners to truly connect 
with the band and feel like they were a part 
of the set. Along the way, the audience wit- 
nesses chaotic surprises directly from Healy's 
imagination — from mid-concert therapy 
advertisements to unexplained push-ups, it 
felt like watching a fever dream come to life. 
"The setlist effortlessly transitioned between 


throwback classics from earlier albums — in- 
cluding “Robbers” — and their more recent 
releases such as “About You” from the new- 
est album, “Being Funny in a Foreign Lan- 
guage.” Their live instrumentals soared with 
the sounds of John Waugh’s saxophone and 
Healy iconic red guitar. The crowd roared at 
the jazzy energy from the saxophone solo in 
"If You're Too Shy (Let Me Know).” 


Halfway through the first act, Healy broke 
the fourth wall to speak on his recent string of 
controversial behavior, saying that he should 
probably go to therapy to seek help for his 
sometimes outlandish commentary. The fun- 
ny but heartfelt conversation felt like a genu- 
ine apology — until the screens lit up with 
a coupon code for BetterHelp, a teletherapy 


SEE , PAGE 11 
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Nevertheless" portrays refreshingly 
realistic modern romance 


RAYA JISHI 
Mercury Staff 


For many students, the romances of 
K-dramas can sometimes feel like unat- 
tainable fantasies. “Nevertheless” flips this 
script, offering a refreshing take on mod- 
ern romance. With its compelling story- 
line, relatable characters and raw portrayal 
of contemporary relationships, it is a 
must-watch for K-drama enthusiasts and 


first-timers alike. 


A live adaptation of the webtoon “I 
Know But” by Jung Seo, “Nevertheless” 
follows the lives of two art university stu- 
dents as they navigate modern dating. 
At the heart of the drama is Yoo Na-bi, 
played by Han So-hee, a young woman 
who has sworn off love following a pain- 
ful breakup. Firmly independent and 


unafraid to express her opinions, Na-bi's 
complexity and inner turmoil make her 
a character viewers can empathize with 
as she grapples with her attraction to the 
enigmatic Park Jae-eon. Portrayed by 
Song Kang, Jae-eon is the quintessential 
“bad boy,” with a reputation as a heart- 
breaker. His character adds depth to the 


SEE , PAGE 11 
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LIFESARTS 


Flavorful 
Feast at 
State Fair 


Review by Storm Lasseter | Mercury Staff 


Photos by Surjaditya Sakar | Mercury Staff 


Texas Ѕорарша Factory 


After eating a savory dish, we headed 
off to the Texas Sopapilla Factory, win- 
ner of the 2023 “Most Creative’ food 
awards. Cody Hays, owner and creator 
of the Bourbon Banana Caramel Sopapil- 
las, has put a twist on a classic Tex-Mex 
fry bread by combining a flurry of flavors 
including vanilla-caramel-infused banan- 
as, mascarpone cheese, Nilla wafers and 
much more. Hays said that they wanted 
to expand their business by creating a 
new concept both unique and sweet. 


Their menu was crafted with almost half 
a dozen different sopapillas to appeal to 
everyone, from chocolate to strawberry. 
But it is their Bourbon Banana Caramel 
Sopapilla that takes the cake. 

“I want to elevate the customers ex- 
perience,” Hays said. “We all love corny 
dogs, we all love funnel cakes, we all love 
the traditional fair food ... whether it’s the 
State Fair of Texas or elsewhere, we want 
to bring another level to it.” 


• On Oct. 14, 2023, an an- 


nular eclipse 


from Dallas, Texas, begin- 
ning at 10:25 a.m. and peak- 
imeat TEOS arm 

e At the eclipse's peak, 80% of the 


was visible 


Sun was covered by the Moon. 


* Leaves from trees on campus created a pin- 
hole camera effect, casting small crescent 
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eA viewing event was held 
in the SCI courtyard, hosted 
by the UTD Eclipse Planning 
Committee, NSM, the UTeach 
Dallas program and the Depart- 
ment of Physics. 


e Comets should prepare for April 8, 2024, 


shaped shadows in the pattern of the eclipse. 


when Dallas will be in the path of a total 
solar eclipse. 
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SUAABTOBER BRINGS | 
AUTUMNAL DELIGHT 


WITH ART, TREATS 


MIA NGUYEN 
Life and Arts Editor 


UTD kicked off fall with the SUAAB- 
tober festival on Oct. 19, an event that 
allows students to partake in seasonal ac- 
tivities like tote bag painting, a scavenger 
hunt, face painting and an artist alley with 
a range of different mediums available to 
purchase. The Student Union & Activities 
Advisory Board, better known as SUAAB, 
also provided fall-themed beverages and 
snacks, 

The artist alley is always a popular spot 


for students’ window shopping before 
heading to their next class, many of them 
attracted to the variety of offerings, from 
crochet plushies and fanart prints to hen- 
na booths and caricature artists. ATEC se- 
nior Gianna Gonzalez offered a variety of 
anime fanart and original character prints, 
as well as pastel dessert themed earrings. 
She said she draws inspiration from the 
vibrancy of Japanese music and the cutesy 
aesthetic of her favorite media. 

“[Fanart is important] because it gets 
the word out, and it’s important for con- 


Gonzales said. “When 
people come up, they are like, “Oh my 


nection as well, 


god you have “Jujutsu Kaisen,” you have 
“Bocchi the Rock!” And we get the 
chance to talk about it and talk about in- 
terests. Especially when it is lesser-known 
things, it’s nice to know that someone else 
likes what you like.” 

Sharing a booth with Gonzalez, ATEC 
junior Alyssa Copeland recently began to 
turn their art into merchandise, focusing 
on nostalgic fandoms that many students 


enjoyed in their childhood, like “Gar- 


field”, “Pokémon” and “My Little Pony.” 
Copeland said she was trying her hand at 
custom stickers and buttons. 

“Tt is a lot of work, but I’ve had success 
with it so far, and it’s been fun seeing my 
actual designs as merchandise that I can 
give to people and see on their bags, water 
bottles or laptops,” Copeland said. 

While many booths focused on their 
take on different fandoms, ATEC senior 
Saree Castaneda sold stickers, prints and 
shirts featuring her original and abstract 
characters. She said she created her ex- 


» Creator of Vedic theology, litest 
self-development courses, and 
- ten books bridging ancient wist 
| the modern world. 
* In 2022, he embraced lifelong 
renunciation and now imparts v 
=| globally in universities, corpora 
governments, and spiritual com 


pressive characters based on emotions she 
experiences daily. 

“I always grew up with graffiti inspired 
stuff, street art inspired stuff so I love the 
whole color scheme,” Castaneda said. 
“[Since my art] are just doodles of faces I 
was able to express myself more, especially 
my angry doodles because I did those at 
work dealing with angry customers. I also 
started doing cowboy style stuff because I 
grew up in El Paso, Texas near the desert." 


SEE , PAGE 11 
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Drag wins are LGBTQ- wins 


Texas' drag ban being ruled unconstitutional protects and celebrates queerness 


ү 
te “ 
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Subreddit 
drama 
endangers 
studerits 


Comets should boycott 
r/utdallas until modera- 
tor problems resolve 


HUDSON SAMUELS 
Courtesy 


At the end of the spring 2023 semester, 
UTD subreddit moderators clashed, caus- 
ing the removal of one of its most helpful 
moderators, u/WillieCubed. With r/utdallas 
now unsafe to use, students should pay at- 
tention to the unresolved subreddit modera- 
tion issue. 

r/utdallas is the largest unofficial commu- 
nity for UTD, boasting over 25,000 mem- 
bers and being in the top 596 of subreddits. 
"This makes it an invaluable resource for 
students, with dozens of daily posts about 
schedule planning, campus events and ad- 
vice. However, compared to other UTD 
communities, the subreddits moderation 
has never been consistent, including ban- 
ning cursing to stay family-friendly in late 
2019 and an automod that mistakenly re- 
moves innocent words like "scrape." 

Since 2019, complaints have shrouded 
the moderator team in drama. Subred- 
dit members accused former moderator u/ 
idip31 of unfair treatment when he removed 
a post showing ECSS next to “No Shower 
November” and then accused the poster of 
racism through private messages. u/idip31 
stepped down from his position in No- 
vember 2019. Moderator u/NomadicNom 
informed the head moderator of r/utdallas, 
u/iLikeComputers, that u/idip31 has cre- 
ated alternate accounts to continue causing 
trouble on Reddit. Still, he takes no action to 
prevent the alternate accounts and has even 
gone out of his way to maintain a relation- 
ship with u/idip31. 

u/iLikeComputers has escalated these is- 
sues, leading to subreddit-wide drama. On 
May 1 this year, an anonymous post detailed 
how u/iLikeComputers abuses his power 
over the subreddit: in years past, u/iLike- 
Computers participated in the community 
only about once a month outside of spam- 
ming housing advertisements for his proper- 
ties and illegitimately removing comments 
claiming he was a scammer. 

Shortly after, he abused his power again 
by removing the most popular and active 
moderator, u/WillieCubed, who worked ef- 
ficiently and curated post collections during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Though I be- 
lieve this was retaliation for the anonymous 
post, u/iLikeComputers claimed that it was 
because of minor infractions. Specifically, 
because u/WillieCubed had accidentally 
used the r/utdallas moderator account when 
giving reasons for post removal instead of his 
own. 

This outraged students, including the ma- 
jority of commentors on the post, leading 
to u/WillieCubed’s response post saying he 
also believes u/iLikeComputers should step 
down. The response? A sarcastic GIF from 


SEE , PAGE 11 


LANCE MERTELY 
Courtesy 

All LGBTQ+ Texans, especially college- 
age students, should celebrate the Sept. 26 
overturning of Texass “drag show ban.” A vic- 
tory for the drag community sets a precedent 
for gender and sexual minorities everywhere 
and should encourage us to keep fighting for 
LGBTQ: rights in the state. 

According to Reuters, on Sept. 26, U.S. 
District Judge David Hittner found Texas 
Senate Bill 12 to be unconstitutional, citing 
First Amendment violations. The bill has 
been under public scrutiny since its incep- 
tion, especially from the queer community 
and its advocates, due to its goal to criminal- 
ize drag shows hosted in public spaces. The 
initial phrasing of the bill specifically defined 


a “sexually oriented performance” to include 


Ф Є 


$ 


“a male performer exhibiting as a female, or a 
female performer exhibiting as a male,” which 
many pointed out would prohibit common 
activities such as theater, or a transgender per- 
son existing on a stage in any capacity, due 
to its vagueness. The finalized version of the 
bill was revised to prohibit accessories that 
“exaggerate male or female sexual characteris- 
tics.” However, Hittner ruled that the bill still 
“impermissibly infringes on the First Amend- 
ment,” especially since elected Republicans 
had previously stated their intent of using 
SB12 to target drag shows. 

“Not all people will like or condone certain 
performances,” Hittner wrote. “This is no 
different than a person's opinion on certain 
comedy or genres of music, but that alone 
does not strip First Amendment protection.” 

As a public university, UTD would be 


subject to this law and would be required to 
regulate drag shows on campus to avoid civil 
or criminal penalties. Existing as a queer or 
gender non-conforming student on campus 
can be isolating, and even more so when your 
existence is frowned upon by administration 
or police. Under the drag ban bill, it is possi- 
ble a transgender or gender non-conforming 
person could be forced out of public spaces 
due to their appearance. Due to its vague 
wording, the law could easily be abused to 
target queer peoples basic self-expression. 
Furthermore, an attack on drag is an at- 
tack on queer culture. Drag performances 
help bring the community together, both 
LGBTQ and allies, and celebrate diversity in 
flashy song and dance. They have been a core 
tenet of the community for decades, bringing 
joy to a wide variety of audiences. The prima- 
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Drag performances and the LGBTQ: community are inextricably tied together. Protections for drag allow gender noncomforming people to exist 
without restrictions on their expression, and preserve the unique creative art form born from the LGBTO+ rights movement. 


ry strength. of our community is the bonds 
that we share and the mutual aid we provide 
to other queer people. Any attempt to ban it 
is an attempt to drive us into hiding and iso- 
late us from the safety we find in each other. 
But despite this brief victory, LGBTQ+ 
Texans arent completely safe. Bill author Sen. 
Bryan Hughes remarked that state Republi- 
cans intend upon "defending it all the way to 
the Supreme Court if that's what it takes." In- 
deed, queer Texans should stay extra vigilant. 
Republican lawmakers have been explicit in 
their attacks on all sides of the LGBTQ com- 
munity, from SB12 to SB14, which bans mi- 
nors from receiving gender affirming care like 
puberty blockers, preventing doctors from 
making scientific, evidence-based decisions 


SEE , PAGE 11 


Attention, students: unionize 


Recent labor efforts huge for college students 


RAYA JISHI 
Mercury Staff 

The 2022-2023 HarperCollins strike, the 
2023 Writers Guild of America strike and 
the ongoing 2023 SAG-AFTRA strike are 
shaking the foundations of industries, prov- 
ing that united voices can move mountains. 
But these movements arent just about work- 
ers in established careers — they hold a vital 
lesson for the working college students of 
today: it’s time to unionize. 

One of the fundamental reasons why stu- 
dents should embrace unionization is the 
need for fair wages. Depending on the study, 
research shows union workers typically make 
10 to 20% more than non-union workers. 
Many students are no strangers to the grind 
of grueling jobs while juggling their studies. 
Often, these low wages barely keep pace with 
the ever-rising cost of living—minimum 
wage or slightly above it—leaving students 
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struggling to cover their educational expens- 
es, rent and basic necessities. The 2022—2023 
HarperCollins strike was led by publishing 
employees such as editors and publicists 
for the purpose of fair salaries and working 
conditions. With 50 workers on strike, they 
were successful in increasing starting sala- 
ries and even implementing more standard 
workplace regulations. Their strike serves as 
a reminder that collective action can lead to 
significant improvements in employee sat- 
isfaction and the quality of workplaces. By 
unionizing, working students can negotiate 
for better wages that reflect the rising cost of 
living and the value of their labor as well as 
their environment. 

But money isnt the only reason to union- 
ize. Creative industries like publishing, 
screenwriting and film are notorious for 
their gatekeeping practices. Entry-level posi- 
tions sustainable as a full-time job are rare, 
and access is limited, often favoring those 
with privileged backgrounds or connections. 
With so many working students and even 
Gen Z entering the professional workforce, 
it's crucial to address these barriers by union- 
izing to make the industry sphere more eq- 
uitable. 

Unionizing can also make industries rep- 
resentative of their consumers. The publish- 
ing industry, for instance, has long been criti- 
cized for its lack of diversity and inclusivity. 
Unionization can be a means to challenge 
these inequalities and create a more level 
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THE RAGKT 
THING TO 


Do." 


HOLIDAY 


(As LONG AS IT 


GETS ME VOTES). 


This will definitely help 
WE PROMISE 


RAINIER PEDERSON | MERCURY STAFF 


Climate Corps won't save us 
President Biden's latest climate plan insufficient 


MARIA SHAIKH 
Opinion Editor 


President Joe Biden’s new American Cli- 
mate Corps program, announced Sept. 20, 
plans to put thousands of young Americans 
to work in the “clean energy economy” 
to combat climate change. But despite all 
the celebratory press, us college students 
shouldnt get our hopes up, because this pro- 
gram wont solve our problems — from job 
security to climate change. Like practically 
every other contemporary federal policy, it’s 
too little, too late. 

Biden's Climate Corps is named and styled 
after President Franklin D. Roosevelts De- 
pression-era Civilian Climate Corps, which 
put Americans to work on federal land. But 
when compared on material factors, Bidens 
looks utterly insignificant. FDR's program 
mobilized several hundred thousand Ameri- 
cans into action within months, while the 
lofty goals of Bidens plan encompass 20,000 
total workers, an order of magnitude less. 
Like it or not, the U.S. will have to put far 
more than 20,000 young people into green 
jobs for us to reach net-zero carbon emis- 
sions by 2050, as per the Paris climate agree- 
ment. Millions of Americans and significant 
economic sectors will need to reorganize. 
Touting 20,000 jobs as a groundbreaking 
victory when the U.S. a century ago was able 
to do far more with far less feels sickeningly 
cheap. The world’s richest nation shouldnt 
be impressed by such paltry figures. 

Climate Corps supporters may argue 
Bidens administration is well on its way 
to manifesting net-zero, pointing to huge 
climate programs like the Inflation Reduc- 
tion Act passed in August 2022, but even 
this is suspect. Optimistic figures suggest 
this act will cause U.S. emissions to lower 
to pre-2005 levels after a decade, but emis- 
sions were already unsustainably and damag- 
ingly high by then. We dont need to turn 


back the clock by a few years — we need to 
fundamentally restructure everything. And 
Biden’s Climate Corps is far smaller than the 
Inflation Reduction Act. When the policy 
achievement of the decade cant do the job 
regarding emissions, how can this aggran- 
dized team of 20,000 twenty-somethings 
make a dent? 

We must keep in mind, too, that crawl- 
ing toward net-zero will only happen if the 
Biden admins policies stick around. Ameri- 
can presidents love nothing more than un- 
doing one another's policy work: remember 
when Obama entered the Paris agreement, 
Trump withdrew and undid a lot of his cli- 
mate policy, and then Biden reentered and 
had to rebuild? No long-term projects can 
happen if they keep being repealed or re- 
shuffled every four years. FDRS successful 
policies emerged from him holding office for 
12 years straight, in an era where one party 
effectively controlled the presidency and 
undid predecessors’ work less. Biden doesnt 
have anything like this going for him or his 
climate programs. 

Instead, college students might look to 
Bidens Climate Corps as an employment 
opportunity. It requires no particular de- 
gree and promises job security and fulfill- 
ing, “good-paying” work — but similar 
programs currently operating in the U.S., 
such as the California Conservation Corps, 
suggest questionable results. Californias cur- 
rent Corps is notorious for low wages and 
employs less than 2,000 people from a state 
population of 30 million. If Biden’s program 
employed the same percentage of Ameri- 
cans from the current 300 million popula- 
tion, that would be about 15,000 total jobs. 
If staunchly liberal California cant turn its 
comprehensive, youth-focused climate pro- 
gram into economic meaning, then what 


SEE , PAGE 11 


October 16, 2023 | The Mercury ADVERTISEMENT 


Clinical 
Studies 


Get Paid to Test Skin 
Care Products 


Science Inspired, 
Quality Driven. 


SGS conducts paid studies for skincare, cosmetic and personal care product 
companies from around the world. 


Your participation is important to improving the products we use everyday. 
Compensation for participating on our studies varies from $75 - $800, depending 
upon study requirements. 
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NEWS 


LEAKS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


nication from UTD about the situ- 
ation and people “were operating off 
zero information," leading the stu- 
dents involved to think *it was an 
inconvenience." 

"People didnt really know what 


exactly they were evacuating for ... 


no incident report email was sent to 
us at the end of the day or the next 
day saying, "Ihis has happened, and 
this is how it was taken care of and 
be careful of X, Y, Z thing in the fu- 
ture," Kumari said. 

"Tony Walton, assistant. director 
of Facilities Operations, and Kathan 
McCallister, associate vice president 
for Research Operations, said in an 


email statement that they will reach 
out to stakeholders when more in- 
formation is available. 

"We want to emphasize the in- 
stitutions commitment to the op- 
erational continuity of our research 
buildings while prioritizing the 
safety of all personnel engaged in 
our research endeavors,” the state- 
ment said. 


ROCKS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


An economics senior who witnessed 
and assisted with painting efforts 
over several days said that the graffiti 
started with the Palestinian flag on 
Monday, Oct. 9 and went back and 
forth between pro-Palestine and pro- 
Israel messages throughout the week. 
"The student said pro-Palestine stu- 
dents on campus have a rich history 
of activism through graffiti and spray 
painting, similar to activist graffiti on 
the West Bank Wall. 

"[he actions that happened on 
Monday was very much a natural 
response by the campus,” the student 
said. 

Mathematics and physics fresh- 
Lizardi added 
the colors of the Israeli flag to a 
“WHOOSH” design on the rocks 
Wednesday afternoon, saying he felt 


man Alejandro 


there was not enough support for Is- 
rael on campus. Lizardi camped out 
for four hours by the rocks in hopes 
that his message would not get cov- 
ered up. He supports pro-Palestine 
groups painting the rocks as an ex- 
pression of free speech and said he 
had constructive conversations with 
disagreeing students and respected 
their "commitment to their beliefs." 

“We shouldnt hold any hatred 
towards each other individually, be- 
cause this is just an expression of our 
values,” Lizardi said. “Its not a reflec- 
tion of the war.” 

"The student said painting of the 
Palestinian flag eventually became 
coordinated throughout the week 
between students from several orga- 
nizations, induding SJP and MSA. 
Around midday Thursday, the rocks 
were painted over with the Israeli flag 
with the slogan, ^We are winning." 

"So, we had elderly people, par- 
ents and grandparents of students 
who were coming to campus, and 
we did not want them to see the Is- 
raeli flag as they're walking down the 
Chess Plaza,” the student said. “We 
understood it would be traumatic 
and triggering to those parents and 
families who firsthand experienced 
that.” 

In response, dozens of pro-Pal- 


estinian students camped out by 
the rocks Thursday afternoon and 
painted over the Israeli flag with a 
dove, which traditionally symbolizes 
peace. Around 5 p.m., pro-Palestine 
students at the rocks and pro-Israel 
students came to an agreement that 
the pro-Israel students wouldnt 
paint them over for the rest of the 
night to honor SJP’s poetry night 
fundraiser. 

“This was dubbed a three-rock so- 
lution,” the student said. 

"The rocks remained under the Pal- 
estinian flag until Friday at 2 p.m., 
when pro-Palestine students left to 
perform Friday afternoon prayer. 
Later that afternoon, it was covered 
by the Israeli flag and the message, 
“Terror # Justice.” 

Students reported that police of- 
ficers were present near the Spirit 
Rocks Thursday night, 
morning and Saturday night. Brent 
Tourangeau, chief of UTDPD, said 


Friday 
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that officers attended to bring a sense 
of safety to proceedings. 

“We try not to interfere in any of 
the things that the students are do- 
ing,” Tourangeau said. “We just want 
them to know that we're there in case 
they need us.” 

On Saturday morning, the rocks 
were painted with a UTD design 
for Scholars Day; the Office of Ad- 
mission and Enrollment left a sign 
asking students not to paint it over 
until 2 p.m. Later that night, some- 
one painted over the design with the 
message “Zionism = Nazism.” The 
next morning, it was replaced with 
a Palestinian Flag that said “People = 
People” and “Love them both.” 

“Tn light of everything that’s been 
going on the last few days, we are 
very proud of our students ... 
dents have been conducting them- 


stu- 


selves very honorably,” Tourangeau 
said. 


CS 
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expectation. of high starting 
salaries — (CS graduates can 
expect around $77,635 for an 
entry-level position. A recent 
UTD graduate in computer 
science, Ben Nguyen, made 
around $80,000 at his first job. 

“T know a friend of mine who 
moved from Texas ... they were 
able to take a six-figure position 
right out of college," Nguyen 
said. 

However, sometimes project- 
ed job growth outstrips reality; 
according to Forbes, in 2023, 
174 tech companies laid off over 
56,000 employees. Facebook’s 
Mark Zuckerberg said Meta has 
announced that they will be lay- 
ing off another 10,000 people, 
according to Study Internation- 
al. Nguyen himself was laid off 
in fall 2023. 

“It was a pretty sudden layoff. 
They called me up one day and 
they were like, hey, thanks for 
your help. You're being let go ... 
I was devastated," Nguyen said. 

John Cole is a computer sci- 
ence professor who has been 
teaching for 17 years and has 
over 40 years of experience in 
the industry. To be prepared 
for the industry, Cole said stu- 
dents should consider taking a 
finance or digital art minor and 
improving their written skills. 
However, Cole said students 
should avoid specializing in a 
specific skill and instead keep 
their abilities broad, as the mar- 
ket is constantly evolving. 

“The tech industry is very 
much up and down," Cole said. 


Career Mobility 


Computer and Information 
Research Specialists 


Mathematicians 
and Statisticians 


Database Administrators 
and Architects 


Software Developers 


Data Scientists 


Web Developers 
and Digital Designers 


Computer Programmers 


Electrical Engineering 


Cybersecurity 
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“You can't always predict or 
expect what's going to happen 
in the future. And so, you just 
need to focus on the present." 

Jey Veerasamy, a senior lec- 
turer and director for computer 
science education and outreach, 
also said that the tech industry 
has ups and downs like any oth- 
er field. 

"Its more a problem with 
the way companies are hir- 
ing," Veerasamy said. “So they 
get into this hiring race. And 
they think that they need a lot 
of people. Then at some point 
they realize that they really 
don't need that much." 

Computer science junior 
Joshua Cruz has interned for 
companies like Microsoft and is 
set to participate in a hackathon 
at Princeton. Cruz said compa- 
nies often want prospective stu- 
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dents to pass technical assess- 
ments during an interview. To 
prepare for these assessments, 
Cruz said students can use Leet- 
code to practice the most fre- 
guent guestions used by hiring 
managers at Microsoft, Google 
and Apple. According to Cruz, 
the UTD computer science cur- 
riculum is good preparation, 
but things change when you get 
into the real world. 
“One of the 


learned is the industry is very 


things I’ve 
different than what we're learn- 
ing in our classes ... You can 
look anything and everything 
you want up on Google and use 
whatever resources you have to 
solve the problem," Cruz said. 
“I think that's very different 
than college." 


VOLLEYBALL 
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there is a focus on winning, 
the sport doesn't just encompass 
talent, it also is a symbol of the 
collective bond between reli- 
able teammates. The team leaves 


members with lasting memories 
and close friendships they will 
cherish throughout their life. 

"Last year we won our [con- 
ference tournament] we swept 
ETBU in the finals," Sundquist 
said. 

"After we won our final point, 


our team did a dogpile on the 
court, and then our student sec- 
tion came and rushed onto the 
court. İt was a super fun expe- 
rience, all of our hard work has 
finally paid off in that moment 
[. . .] That has got to be my top 
memory with our team." 


HISPANIC 
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Oct. 9, Ollimpaxqui Ballet Com- 
pany performed at the Plinth to 
promote the traditional and folk- 
loric music of Latin America in an 
array of brightly colored clothing 
and energetic movements. 

"Our mission is always to learn, 
disseminate and investigate the 
bases and origins of the dances we 
present," Artistic Director of Ol- 
limpaxqui Ballet Company, Edu- 
ardo Gutiérrez said. “İt is the best 
when [audience members] partici- 
pate, it is something unique where 
their contribution fills us." 

UTD is currently in the process 
of becoming a Hispanic-Serving 
Institution, as it aims to have a 
Hispanic or Latino population of 
2596. With this news, Patricio says 
that she expects there to be an in- 
crease in support and growth from 
staff and students. 

“I think UTD, specifically the 
Multicultural Center does an 
amazing job at supporting Latino 
students with open arms,” Patricio 
said. ^I expect our events to grow 
and receive even more support if 


WIND 
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percentage of female members 
compared to other engineering 
organizations, creating more op- 
portunities and connections for 
women in STEM. According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2021, 
only 996 of mechanical engineers 
and 1096 of electrical engineers 
were female. Alyssa Iran, mechan- 
ical engineering sophomore and 
connection creation team lead, 
works on the connection creation 
team, which organizes outreach 
through social media posts and 
wind energy engineering work- 
shops at local community centers 
and schools. Tran said she particu- 
larly enjoys the club's inclusive at- 
mosphere. 

"Just being able to be around 
other women in engineering is re- 
ally exciting, and especially a lot 
of really intelligent women that 
when you're working alongside 
them, you get really inspired," 
Tran said. 

"This culture of support extends 
to all members of the team, as 
mentorships and friendships are 
key to their success. Harmjanz 


possible." 

An art exhibit called “La Fron- 
tera: Ihe Border" has been set up 
in the ATC lobby until the end of 
Oct. to highlight important social 
issues in the Latin community. It 
focuses on the struggles, dreams, 
and difficulties that illegal immi- 
grants endure in their experiences 
crossing the southern border into 
the United States. Cordova visits 
the exhibit every day and says that 
he always finds students looking at 
the “pop-up” museum. 

"It takes the culture to another 
level as far as the traditional things 


said he has had the opportunity to 
experience this success firsthand 
and hopes to pass it on to the next 
group of club members. Starting 
the club as a sophomore, Harm- 
janz has gained technical skills 
and developed a passion for power 
electronics through his time in 
Comet Wind. 

"Ive really grown from being 
just only a mentee to also being a 
mentor as well in the club, which 
was a really unique feeling," Har- 
mjanz said. "And one year [after 
starting], I was in a strange posi- 
tion of being a mentor to the new 
people because we started off as a 
team of four people total ... and 
we grew ... so I was in charge of 
mentoring the new leads and the 
new members." 

Todd Griffith, professor of me- 
chanical engineering and advisor 
to Comet Wind, is another aspect 
of the team's success. Griffith has 
been working in the wind energy 
field since before he arrived on 
campus. In 2018, he was part of 
a collaboration to design the larg- 
est wind turbine in the world, a 
50-megawatt turbine inspired by 
the shape of palm trees, and the 
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that we have always done,” Cordo- 
va says. “We always see mariachis 
and cultural food, but this shows 
more cultural history and heritage 
within the community. It is im- 
pactful and moving." 

'To end the month of celebra- 
tion, LULAC and others are host- 
ing a Dia De Los Muertos event at 
the Plinth on Wednesday, Nov. 1 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. There will 
also be a Dia De Los Muertos Ex- 
hibit at the Center for U.S.-Latin 
America Initiatives starting Friday, 
Oct. 29. 


Griffith Lab, has been exploring 
innovative approaches to wind 
energy since 2018. After seeing 
students” hard work, Griffith, who 
attended the first iteration of the 
Collegiate Wind Competition 
while he was working with Sandia 
National Labs, was determined to 
establish a team when he started 
teaching at UTD. 

“So, I want to emphasize just 
what I saw ... how together they 
were trying to do well and help 
each other out in the competition, 
and things did not always go well,” 
Griffith said. “There were always 
things that came up ... but they 
all remained patient and stuck in 
it together and really supported 
each other.” 

As the Wind Energy Club 
moves into a new year of compe- 
tition, they are looking to expand 
the scope of students involved in 
the project. Though it may seem 
engineering intensive, the differ- 
ent sections of the competition 
allow for students from JSOM 
to ECS to get involved. Students 
can visit Comet Wind’s website to 
read about current research proj- 
ects and how to get involved. 


GAINES 
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privacy, and equal opportunities,” 
according to her website. In the 
past year, Gaines has spoken in 
front of Senate committees and 
appeared at protests and college 
campuses across the nation to 
advocate against the inclusion of 
trans women in womens sports. 
Bharat Nair, a finance senior and 
outreach coordinator for UTD's 
chapter of TPUSA, said Gaines 
was invited as a guest speaker with 
a less overt political focus. 

"Riley was more about her ex- 
plaining her story, how she had 
to face what she did in college ... 
and making sure her story is being 
heard,” Nair said. “All the people 
that came by, even they hadn't 
known her, so for the past two 
weeks we've been out at the Plinth 
tabling and promoting her event.” 

Around 180 people attended 
Gaines speech, where she dis- 
cussed her advancement in the 
NCAA, including her qualifica- 
tion for All-SEC Second Team in 
2019 and 2020 as well as placing 
No. 7 in the 200-yard freestyle 
at the 2021 SEC Swimming and 
Diving Championships nationals. 
Gaines also told the story of her 
2022 tie with Thomas and how 
she felt Thomas and other trans 
women’s competition in women’s 
leagues was unfair. Gaines spoke 


VALORANT 
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we could make it to San Anto- 
nio, but I didn’t expect to win the 
whole thing.” 

Roman said that though the 
teams did not perform to the best 
of their ability in San Antonio, 
their positivity made the experi- 
ence fun and created a more solid 
team dynamic. 

“We were just hanging out a lot, 
it was outside of the game ... all 
the guys are super great,” Roman 
said. “It’s just a really wholesome, 
fun environment to be in, and 
that helps us play better together 
when we're competing.” 

UTD Esports head coach Drew 


extensively about her opposition 
to changes to Title IX and her 
campaigning for “fairness in wom- 
ens sports” bills, which have been 
passed in 23 states since 2020. 

“Sometimes our side isn’t heard 
as much, so we bring in speakers 
that speak on their experiences 
and how theyre impacted,” Nair 
said. 

After | TPUSA 
Gaines’ visit to campus, the Gal- 


announced 


erstein Gender Center announced 
a concurrent event celebrating 
"Thomas, At the Gender Center's 
event, attendees watched a group 
interview where Thomas and 
other trans athletes and activists 
discussed the hot political climate 
surrounding trans issues. Emails 
about the event emphasized that 
it was a safe space for gender and 
sexual minorities. Biomedical en- 
gineering senior Alex Mcspadden 
attended the Gender Centers Lia 
‘Thomas event and said they appre- 
ciated its presence as a safe space. 

“They have a lot of resources, a 
lot of things that I can go to get 
help,” they said. “Ihey're a great 
way I can double-check things, 
make sure I’m still safe.” 

At least five attendees were 
aware of the simultaneous TPUSA 
event and conceptualized the Lia 
‘Thomas event as a “response” or 
“counter.” 

“They had one day where 
[TPUSA] were asking, “Can men 


Boehm said that the team hopes to 
make it to nationals one day rather 
than stopping at regionals, but the 
wins from the tournament were 
still exciting and new. Members 
of the team took the San Antonio 
loss as a learning experience and 
are already looking back at VODs 
to review and improve gameplay. 

“We lost, but we got guys who 
are already wanting to watch the 
replays, figure out what they did 
wrong, figure out how they could 
improve,” Boehm said. “There’s 
nothing but positive vibes after- 
wards. That’s huge ... it’s some- 
thing I appreciate a lot about 
them.” 

Currently, UTD VALORANT 
is practicing for weekly tourna- 


become women?’ And all sorts of 
cringe like that,” Mcspadden said. 
“And so, as a response, the Gen- 
der Center had tonight’s event to 
make sure there was a safe space 
for trans people to come go to 
while this other event is happen- 
ing.” 

15 people attended the Lia 
"Thomas event, and attendees said 
they were grateful to the Gender 
Center for an event that centered 
trans experiences and focused on 
cultivating positivity. In the past 
year, TPUSA has hosted four oth- 
er conservative speakers on cam- 
pus, including Tomi Lahren, a Fox 
News contributor; this is the first 
time in recent years a university 
office has organized concurrent 
programming to a TPUSA event. 
Mcspadden said they believed 
that having concurrent safe-space 
events could reduce the risk of 
conflict. 

Gender Center staff were un- 
available for comment. Nair said 
that TPUSA was grateful for the 
Gender Center event, so "people 
who want to support that, they 
can." 

"As long as everything is peace- 
ful, as long as all sides of the equa- 
tion are being heard, we're all good 

. Its a good thing UTD was 
sponsoring it too, that way it was 
very well organized, and I’m sure 
they did a very good job," Nair 
said. 


ment matches organized by the 
North America division of ONE 
Esports. The team is still relatively 
new — made official in 2022 — 
but already a top competitor in 
Texas Esports. Boehm said that 
ramping up practices and the 
amount of time spent together 
could allow the team to climb 
even higher. 

"We learned a lot about our- 
selves and how we should oper- 
ate and what we need to change,” 
Boehm said. ^Everyone wants to 
put in more time ... No one likes 
to lose, but I think everyone's go- 
ing to look at it as an opportunity 
to grow ... Ultimately, I’m proud 
of how the guys represented UT 
Dallas." 
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previous albums, set this album 
apart from her other discography, 
namely a Western feel, as if the 
listener is a cowboy exploring vast 
expanses themselves. Of course, 
her song is not about America it- 
self — rather, she uses the frontier 
as a symbol for her feelings of dis- 
connection from the world. She 
stands out as a musician in this 
regard; while most mainstream 
artists will just say their feelings, 
Mitski makes the listener feel 
them through a thorough descrip- 
tion of the world around her. Her 
lyrics, without any music, could 
be considered high-class poetry. 
Across her album, the Old West 
serves as the environment her 
lyrics and sound mix in and give 
shape to her feelings, a genius mu- 
sical decision. 

Mitski’s older songs generally 
explore themes of self-doubt and 
discomfort with change, while the 
new album contains more positive 
and comforting lyrics. The work is 


tied together by love — and not al- 
ways the romantic kind. Listening 
to “My Love Mine All Mine,” one 
might assume the song is an ode to 
a lover. However, "Nothing in the 
world belongs to me, but my love, 
mine all mine,” refers to Mitski’s 
love for everything — all the people 
in her life and the sheer joy of ex- 
istence — as the one thing she will 
always own. The song *I Love Me 
After You,” one of the best tracks 
from the album, may seem self- 
deprecating until you move past 
the title and listen to the song. 
Mitski does not mean that she 
loves herself less than her partner 
— rather, she loves the feeling of 
who she is, “king of all the land,” 
after time spent with her lover. Of 
course, Mitski isn't entirely Mitski 
without at least one painfully re- 
latable song. “I Dont Like My 
Mind" 
and pain explored in her previous 


contains the frustration 


albums, showing that healing and 
self-acceptance is a bumpy and 
rough road. 

"The album would not have 


been such a masterpiece without 
the high-quality sound produc- 
tion that makes each song deep 
and layered. Each instrument, 
each chord and each beat all mix 
together into warm, melodious 
sounds that feel more mature than 
any of Mitski's albums thus far. 
The ending of “Tm Your Man” 
features a choir harmonizing in a 
haunting way as they sing “yo-ho,” 
like pirates of the long gone past. 
"This small addition, along with 
the sound of crickets chirping in 
the background, takes the listener 
to a whole different world. 

“The Land is Inhospitable and 
So Are We" is Mitski's most devel- 
oped album; whether long-time 
fans of her agree or disagree with 
that statement, it remains clear 
that she has poured her heart into 
this work. Though indie fans will 
without a doubt enjoy the album, 
fans of all genres should give Mits- 
kis new album a listen, as you 
never know what beauty you can 
uncover within her vivid imagin- 


ing of the Old West. 
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narrative by creating a contrast 
between his confident public per- 
sona and his private vulnerability. 

One of the strengths of “Nev- 
ertheless" is its willingness to ex- 
plore the less glamorous aspects 
of dating, like situationships, 
the 


blurred lines between love and 


commitment-phobia and 
lust. “Nevertheless” doesn’t shy 
away from addressing the am- 
biguity that often accompanies 
romance in the digital age, where 
swiping right or left on dating 
apps has become a norm. 

The push-and-pull relation- 
ship between Na-bi and Jae-eon 
in “Nevertheless” is the magnetic 
force that keeps viewers hooked. 
Their chemistry is charged with 
unpredictability, as their dynamic 
goes one step forward, two steps 
back. Na-bi’s guarded heart and 
Jae-eon’s enigmatic persona cre- 
ate captivating tension that mir- 
rors the complexities of mod- 
ern love. One moment they are 
drawn together by an irresistible 
attraction, and the next, they are 
distancing themselves to protect 


their hearts. This dynamic is a 
relatable reflection of the uncer- 
tainties and hesitations of the 
dreaded talking stage. 

The academic subplot and sup- 
porting cast in “Nevertheless” 
add intriguing layers to the story. 
From Na-bi’s close-knit group of 
friends to Jae-eon’s confidantes, 
each character brings their 
unique personality and even some 
swoon-worthy romantic subplots 
to the storyline. As other charac- 
ters pursue master’s programs and 
study abroad opportunities, they 
must balance academic ambitions 
with their love lives. This balance 
is a real-life struggle for many 
studious UTD students, offering 
viewers a comforting perspective 
on the ups and downs of life and 
love. 

“Neverthe- 
less” is a treat for the senses. The 


Cinematically, 


drama makes excellent visual use 
of its art university setting, incor- 
porating beautiful paintings and 
sculptures as metaphors for the 
characters emotional journeys. 
"The soft, pastel color palette adds 
to the dreamlike quality of the 
show. "The soundtrack also de- 
serves special recognition for its 


ability to enhance the emotional 
depth of the series through steady 
melodies and poignant lyrics. 

"Nevertheless" refuses to ad- 
here to the traditional romantic 
drama formula. It doesnt offer 
easy answers or resolutions to the 
characters dilemmas. Instead, 
it leaves viewers and characters 
pondering the complexities of 
dating, showing that love is far 
from straightforward. The show's 
realism comforts viewers, re- 
minding them that it is okay to 
have doubts and uncertainties. 
This willingness to embrace am- 
biguity and open-ended storytell- 
ing sets "Nevertheless" apart from 
many other K-dramas. 

In the midst of a busy student 
life, “Nevertheless” is the ideal 
de-stress show. Inviting view- 
ers to immerse themselves in the 
lives and loves of its characters, its 
intricacies can be therapeutic by 
reminding us to take a step back 
and reflect on our own experi- 
ences. Whether you're a seasoned 
K-drama fan or new to the genre, 
"Nevertheless" is sure to become 
a new favorite. 

"Nevertheless" is now stream- 
ing on Netflix. 
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More atypical art forms emerged 
from the artist alley, including 
ATEC junior Matt Ding’s cosmetics 
booth. The DIY cosmetic chemist 
became tired of western scents and 
products sold at Etsy shops and de- 
cided to put an Asian twist on bath 
products and other cosmetics, like 
lychee or ramune flavored lip balms. 

“T actually wanted to be another 
artist like the ones at the artist alley, 


but I’m not too much a good art- 
ist, so I decided to put my artistry 
through packaging and design,” 
Ding said. “I started making cos- 
metics because I wanted to buy gua- 
va lip balm, but no one sold it, not 
even on Etsy. So I started making 
my own, and that's when I got into 
DIY cosmetic chemistry. Pm tired 
of the same scents over and over in 
stores everywhere ... l'm Asian my- 
self so Asian inspired scents make 
sense." 


Despite the Texas heat that made 
autumn feel like a distant dream, 
SUAABtober allowed students to 
get in the holiday spirit and partici- 
pate in fall-themed activities with 
their friends. The artists also felt a 
sense of community as they inter- 
acted with each other and partici- 
pated in informal art swaps. 

“T honestly just love meeting new 
people ... and we can do art trades 
and things like that,” Castaneda 
said. 


Team Health 


1 u/NomadicNom 
2 u/llikeComputers 


3  u/Leachlife4 
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The Wolf of Wall Street that violates 
his own previous family-friendly rule 
by using a swear. u/iLikeComputers 
even pinned it so you dont have to 
scroll down to see his obnoxious re- 
ply. 

So, what about today? u/ILike- 
Computers made a moderator ap- 
plication post five months ago, and 
despite receiving applicants, still has 
not approved any new moderators. 
He still spams the same housing ads 
word-for-word. He still doesnt mod- 
erate the subreddit. It is clear why he 
supports free speech and automated 
moderation on the subreddit, as seen 
in his Reddit modmail; he wants the 
title of head moderator without do- 
ing the work. 

On Sept. 1, u/NomadicNom, the 
only moderator who gave daily atten- 
tion to the subreddit, stepped down. 
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"Today, there are no truly active mod- 
erators. Helpful posts, collections, 
flairs and moderation altogether are 
a thing ofthe past. Recently, the sub- 
reddit has seen a storm of masturba- 
tion jokes at the start of the semester 
and, for the past year, “Will I get into 
UTD?” threads, which are against 
the rules. 

Without moderation, Reddit is 
not a helpful or safe place for UTD 
students, and the subreddit will 
quickly deteriorate. What if one day, 
pornography of Temoc is found next 
to articles from The Mercury? Or if 
the Office of Information Technol- 
ogy is posting next to malware links 
disguised as internship applications? 
"The past year has already seen sexual 
jokes, unnecessary political posts and 
commentors trying to harass a user 
into dropping out. Lots of helpful 
information is stored on the subred- 
dit, which even shows up in Google 
searches. How long until we hit a 
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point of no return and the entire 
community, with all its knowledge 
and advice, is banned by Reddit? 

In May, u/WillieCubed hosted an 
anonymous poll where 2,300 users 
voted that u/iLikeComputers should 
step down. I join u/WillieCubed and 
most of the r/utdallas community in 
requesting that u/iLikeComputers 
resign and appoint a student to take 
his place. Dont trust him if he tries to 
save face or posts about his goals for 
the subreddit. Please keep being vo- 
cal. He had his chance when he said 
he would hire new moderators, and 
he lied. Until new moderators take 
his place, I ask that The Mercury, 
Student Government, student orga- 
nizations and university departments 
stop using r/utdallas. The platform is 
no longer safe now that its led by an 
alumnus who doesnt have UTD stu- 
dents best interests at heart. 
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phrases, and loses any sense of per- 
sonality and charisma that his fans 
love. Songs such as “Daylight” and “ 
Calling For You” match this descrip- 
tion perfectly, sounding like other 
industry-manufactured songs with 
no intent to be unique. Drake at- 
tempts to use a more exciting tempo 
in “Daylight” but ends up just re- 
peating the hook multiple times. “ 
Calling For You” is one of the worst 
performances by Drake and collabo- 
rator, 21 Savage sonically and lyrical- 
ly, with Drake having high-pitched 
vocals on a terrible beat. 

If you thought that Drakes song- 
writing would make up for his lack 
of energy, you were wrong. He has 
some of the most cringeworthy bars 
on this album on songs like “Virgin- 
ia Beach": “He gon find out thats 
its on sight, like W-W-W” You have 


songs like “Drew a Picasso” with in- 
fantile lyrics like “Movin like Snoopy 
and Charlie Brown. Feel like you 
tryna dog the Kid.” Look, I am here 
for the corny bars, but this album is 
taking them to a whole other level 
of cringe. This is sad because usually 
Drake is excellent at combining his 
soothing vocals with addicting lyrical 
work, but it is not working on this 
album at all. 

"The saving grace of this album was 
the production, which is amazing on 
this album, but I would not expect 
anything less from a Drake album. 
Despite it sounding good with string 
melodies, drum beats and bold in- 
strumentals like trumpets, it does not 
make up for the lack of İyrical ability 
or energy on almost all the songs. 

While 
overall, here are a few amazing high- 
lights that I will definitely come back 
to. “8am in Charlotte” is by far the 


being underwhelming 


best song on this album, having 
Drake flow on a conductor beat with 
his usual lyrical ability. “First Person 
Shooter” has one of the best J. Cole 
features I have seen, with complex 
bars, nice flows and is overall a qual- 
ity feature. “Tried Our Best” also has 
some catchy and complex bars by 
Drake, and the usage of SZA’s me- 
lodious voice does wonders for the 
track “Slime You Out.” 

This album fails in almost every 
category. Its lyrically dull, Drake is 
on autopilot on most of it, this al- 
bum sounds like the artist wrote it on 
one flight. The only thing that is sav- 
ing this album is the features. Would 
I listen to it once, yes, but would I 
listen to it twice, no. There are way 
better Drake albums to fill your time 
with and unfortunately this album is 
one of the worst in his catalog. 
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service. The quick turnaround. in 
tone had the crowd audibly laugh- 
ing and rolling their eyes at Healy's 
antics. 

"The absurdity of the show peaked 
when Healy disappeared from the 
main stage, only to reappear on a 
platform next to a naked replica of 
himself. As he lay on the patch of 
grass, fans surrounded the mini- 
stage both confused and intrigued. 
Before the audience had enough 
time to process, the naked figure 
was replaced by a microphone stand. 
Without any explanation, Healy 
abruptly began an acoustic version 
of the ballad “Be My Mistake.” 

No concert by The 1975 would 
be complete without a little bit of 
controversy. In true Matty Healy 
fashion, the singer addressed the au- 
dience ina ten-minute speech regard- 
ing the band’s actions at Good Vibes 
Festival in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
After Healy gave a speech condemn- 
ing Malaysia's anti-LGBTQ laws 
and kissed bassist Ross MacDonald 
on stage, the festival shut down the 
entire weekend of performers. Many 
local activists criticized the action as 
a performative, culturally insensitive 
display of allyship. Healy took to the 
stage to respond by detailing how the 
Malaysian government knew who 
the band was when inviting them to 
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on when to prescribe them. De- 
fending our rights is critically im- 
portant. From community support 
to holding elected representatives ac- 
countable, there are a myriad of ways 
that we can advocate for ourselves 
and others. 

As college students, it is important 
for us to stay on top of harmful leg- 
islation and stay educated about le- 


headline. However, the most surpris- 
ing part was not the content of the 
speech, but rather the TikTok-style 
Subway Surfers videos that accompa- 
nied it to keep the attention of the 
confused crowd. 

After the speech, the band transi- 
tioned into “Love It IF We Made It,” 
an introspective pop anthem which 
contrasts upbeat music with lyr- 
ics about current events, including 
the refugee crisis in the Middle East 
and sexual assault allegations against 
Donald Trump. Healy later argued 
that his behavior in Malaysia should 
have been expected considering their 
band has always been political, and 
this song served as proof. 

After the emotional rollercoaster 


gal threats. Even for those who dont 
identify as queer, it is far more diffi- 
cult to learn about others lives when 
gender non-conforming individu- 
als feel forced into hiding. Ensuring 
safety and inclusiveness on campus 
is essential to curating a fulfilling col- 
lege experience for everyone. 

Now more than ever showing 
support for queer Texans is essential 
to ensuring our continued safety, 
both on and off campus. Attempts 
to encroach on constitutional rights 
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ride of the first half of the show, the 
second. half served as a cool down. 
With the mellow, yearning tone of 
"Somebody Else" and the reflective, 
nostalgic "Give Yourself a Try,” the 
concert concluded with the energy- 
filled "People." 

"The Fort Worth performance 
of "The 1975 was exactly as fans ex- 
pected — phenomenal music with 
a healthy dose of controversy. Healy 
knows how to get attention from an 
audience. Accompanied by his tal- 
ented band and a fanbase to support 
his absurdity, Healy has cemented his 
legacy as the chaotic rockstar arche- 


type. 


based on gender or sexuality will stifle 
free expression across campus, which 
is a dangerous precedent to set. Col- 
leges and universities are meant to 
foster curiosity about different view- 
points and lifestyles, learning from 
each other and encouraging empathy 
for others situations, but this cannot 
be accomplished when both students 
and administration fear repercus- 
sions for being themselves. 
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hope does the politically-torn federal 
government have? 

Election season charges ever closer, 
and incumbent Biden is begging for 
young votes via measures like these. 
He wants you to think you can be 
one of the rare 20,000, or that the 
number of Climate Corps employees 
will expand rather than dwindle into 
irrelevancy, or that this new project 
makes up for him approving the 
catastrophically bad Willow project 
— more climate-unfriendly Alaskan 
oil drilling — earlier this year. Dont 


be fooled by gushing headlines or 
nicely-vvritten projections for 2030. 
Every endeavor will be mangled by 
successive administrations or the 
programs own inadequacy FDR 
would weep at our contemporary 
notion of "sweeping change.” 

Most pessimistically of all, we 
must remember: not even FDR 
could do it. Despite 12 years of presi- 
dency and his huge New Deal, his 
programs didnt haul the U.S. out of 
depression. World War II did. Biden 
is facing down whats likely the big- 
gest existential threat since, and hasnt 
mustered half the resources FDR did 
for this fight. Current federal policies 


like the Climate Corps simply will 
not achieve meaningful change. Un- 
less a society-wide economic shakeup 
like a World War seizes us, we might 
not achieve it before it’s too late. 
2050 is our deadline, and it draws 
ever-near, but all the Climate Corps 
in the world wont help us win. 

"This program isnt your future job. 
"This program isnt our nations sav- 
ior. Come election season, raise your 
votes and voices for climate policy 
to make the New Deal look small. 
The last thing we should do right 
now, in the home stretch of this cli- 
mate nightmare, is settle for a meager 
20,000. 
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playing field for aspiring creatives. 
For students working hourly wage 
jobs, unionizing demystifies the 
idea of strikes and self-advocacy 
for the creatives, while strikes like 
WGA. and SAG-AFTRA give us 
hope that unionizing is possible 
for everyone. It’s a win-win for 
both ends of the professional spec- 
trum; the establishment of one 
union will enable the establish- 
ment of another. Achieving equity 
and justice in the workplace --- es- 
pecially in creative fields --- will be 
impossible without union efforts. 

Unionization also offers stu- 
dents a platform to voice their 
concerns about exploitative labor 
practices. Many students in low- 
wage jobs endure unpredictable 
schedules, inadequate benefits and 
limited job security. By forming 
unions, they can collectively advo- 
cate for more stable work hours, 
improved benefits and protections 
against unfair treatment. This not 
only benefits them but also sets a 


precedent for better working con- 
ditions in these sectors. 

Although a common miscon- 
ception about unions is that they 
are divisive or disruptive, these re- 
cent labor movements have shown 
that unions can bring about posi- 
tive change while maintaining a 
constructive dialogue with em- 
ployers. In the case of HarperCol- 
lins, the strike ultimately led to a 
new contract that addressed the 
workers’ concerns, demonstrating 
the potential for compromise and 
cooperation between labor and 
management. This collaborative 
approach can help students un- 
derstand that unions are not about 
confrontation but rather about 
achieving fairness and justice in 
the workplace. Some critics often 
argue that unionizing can lead to 
higher prices or job losses, but 
the evidence suggests otherwise. 
Unionized workers tend to have 
better job security and income, 
which in turn contributes to 
stronger local economies. When 
workers are paid fairly, they have 
more disposable income to spend 


in their communities, supporting 
local businesses and driving eco- 
nomic growth. 

"The recent labor movements at 
HarperCollins, WGA and SAG- 
AFTRA provide compelling ex- 
amples of how organized labor 
can bring about positive change. 
And they arent just providing us 
opportunities—theyre ^ calling 
us to action. Unionization is a 
tool to demand fair wages, break 
through industry barriers, and im- 
prove working conditions. Work- 
ing college students should take 
inspiration. from these historic 
events and consider unionizing 
in their respective fields, whether 
theyre pursuing creative careers 
or working in retail. Unionization 
is a powerful tool to demand fair 
wages, challenge industry gate- 
keeping, and improve working 
conditions. It's time for students 
to stand up for their rights and 
shape a more equitable future for 
themselves and all workers. 
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